M echanical Engineering

Only deaf female enrolled in engineering:
— One female instructor

— Often the only deaf in class

— Alienated and often worked projects solo but...

Graduated with a BS in Mechanical

Engineering in 1987 from the Rochester

Institute of Technology:

— 1 of 4 women (of over dozens of women entering
major)

— 1 of 2 deaf




Realism — what were my options?
Growth field
Challenging
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Offered a job with IBM Corporation
Kingston, NY

—Worked as a Thermal Design
Engineer on IBM’s first air-cooled
mainframe

—Only female and deaf in the
Department




Thermal Design Engineering

The 9121 Series — the cutting edge in
air cooled technology. Predecessors
were water cooled!
— Became responsible for the TCM Board
Design
— Duties expanded to includ
all components within

TCM, board, and heatsink

1,400 Watts
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Working for Clean Air: 1996 — Present
Air Pollution Control Engineer

Empower ment

Wrested control of interpreter

purchasing from the financial officer:

— Improved coverage

— No longer had to justify need for
interpreters

Also met with interpreting agency (state)

to request same interpreters — no time to

retrain new interpreters




Working for the People of
Connecticut

— Meetings with companies, consultants,
lawyers

— Interacting with the people of CT
(concerned citizens, etc)

— Teaching workshops
— Testifying at hearings
— “Open Door”

Air Pollution Control

The Clean Air Act of 1970 and the
Clean Air Act Amendment of 1990:







